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Check for obvious signs of wear.

>>|  Place a penny in the tire

‘6t as shown. If you can see
; ; the top of Lincoln's head,
; the treads are worn and
need replacing.
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Everything rides on it!





Safety Checklist


Check tire pressure regularly (at least once a month), including the spare.


Inspect tires for uneven wear patterns on the tread, cracks, foreign objects, or other signs of wear or trauma.  Remove bits of glass and other foreign objects wedged in the tread.


Make sure your tire valves have valve caps.


Check tire pressure before going on a long trip. 


Do not overload your vehicle.  Check the tire information placard or owner’s manual for the maximum recommended load for the vehicle.


If you are towing a trailer, remember that some of the weight of the loaded trailer is transferred to the towing vehicle.


Safety Tips


Slow down if you have to go over a pothole or other object in the road.


Do not run over curbs, and try not to strike the curb when parking
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Studies of tire safety show that maintaining proper tire pressure, observing tire and vehicle load limits (not carrying more weight in your vehicle than your tires or vehicle can safely handle), avoiding road hazards, and inspecting tires for cuts, slashes, and other irregularities are the most important things you can do to avoid tire failure, such as tread separation or blowout and flat tires. These actions, along with other care and maintenance activities, can also:   increase tire life; improve fuel economy; improve vehicle handling and protect against avoidable breakdowns and accidents.  This safety brief will provide some basic tire maintenance information along with tire safety tips.  Use the information to make tire safety a regular part of your vehicle maintenance routine. Recognize that the time you spend is minimal compared with the inconvenience and safety consequences of a flat tire or other tire failure.











There’s Safety in Numbers


Recommended tire pressure and vehicle load limits can be found on the tire information placard and in the vehicles owner’s manual.  Tire placards are permanent labels attached to the vehicle door edge, doorpost, glove-box, or inside of the trunk lid.  See example below.























Checking Tire Tread


Tires have built-in treadwear indicators that let you know when it is time to replace your tires.  These indicators are raised sections spaced intermittently in the bottom of the tread grooves.  When they appear even with the outside of the tread, it is time to replace your tires.  You can also test your tread with a Lincoln penny.  Simply turn the penny so Lincoln’s head is pointing down and insert it into the tread.  If the tread doesn’t cover Lincoln’s head, it’s time to replace the tires.  See example below.





�





�





�





Checking Tire Pressure


Because tires may naturally lose air over time, it is important to check tire pressure at laeast once a month with a tire gauge.  Just a look won’t do it!  Take a look below.  Can you tell which one is 10 lbs under inflated?





Under normal conditions, tires lose one psi (pounds per square inch) per month.  Additionally, tires can lose 1 psi for every 10° F  temperature drop.
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The tire on the right is under inflated..








