


Compressed Gas Safety

[image: image1.png]Don’t turn a cylinder into a rocket!
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Secure and cap cylinders when not in use.
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Smart Safety Rules


Know the gas and its hazards


Inspect cylinders, regulators & hoses before each use


Secure bottles in upright position to prevent tipping over


Never attempt to refill a gas bottle


Do not smoke near compressed gas bottles


Never attempt to repair a cylinder or valve


Shut off the cylinder valve when gas is not in use


Don’t store acetylene cylinders on their side


Close all valves and replace caps before moving


Use proper PPE when handling or connecting gas cylinders
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If you work around compressed gas cylinders, even occasionally, you need to have an understanding of the hazards.  Having the knowledge of the hazards and the precautions can be a lifesaver.  Let’s take a look at some of the precautions we need to take when working with or around compressed gases.





Hazards


Fire & Explosion


Poisoning & Asphyxiation


Gas injection under skin


Missile hazard from broken cylinder head





Identification


Contents of cylinder must be clearly identified.


Labels are not to be defaced or removed.


Cylinders that do not clearly identify contents should not be accepted


Never rely on the color of the cylinder for identification





Handling and Use 


Visually inspect cylinder daily and prior to each use for corrosion, leaks, cracks to ensure that they are in a safe condition


Cylinders shall be equipped with connections as required by the Compressed Gas Association


If a valve doesn’t fit don’t force it – it’s a good sign the wrong valve is being used


Open cylinder valves slowly.


Valve protection caps are to remain in place until secured and ready for use





Safe Storage 


Keep empty & full bottles separated


Cylinder caps must be on when not in use


Store upright & away from heat sources


Store in dry & well ventilated areas


Oxygen cylinders must be stored separately


Use chains or straps to prevent tipping





Transporting 


Never drag or slide cylinders, even for short distances


Never drop cylinders or permit them to strike each other violently


Move cylinders using a suitable hand truck or cart


Cylinders are not to be used as rollers for moving material or other equipment











Riddle:


What can fly through the air for a half-mile or more, smash its way through brick walls, yet release its power through an opening no bigger than the diameter of a pencil?                               
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