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Instructions:

A refresher safety training brief for your employees is located on the reverse side of this page.  Supervisors should use this safety brief as a guide for discussion during weekly safety meetings.  Remember that the weekly meetings should include the items mentioned, but are not limited to these subjects.  The primary purpose of weekly safety meetings is to give supervisors and his or her crew the opportunity to discuss any safety-related concerns they may have.

Once the meeting is concluded, the supervisor should have each employee sign this form in the spaces below and file for documentation purposes.
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Compressed air (and compressed air hoses) present potential workplace hazards. There are many uses in business and industry today, including air-powered tools. We should always use compressed air safety, and know the hazards involved in it’s use.





Compressed air can damage eyes, eardrums, or inflate parts of your body. This can occur with pressures as low as 20 to 25 psi. To help prevent injury when using compressed air, follow these precautions:





Never point an air nozzle at any part of your body (or anyone else’s).


Never use compressed air for a practical joke. A fellow employee, startled by a blast of air from behind, may either jump or fall into danger.


Avoid using compressed air for cleaning. If there is no other choice for cleaning, be sure that the nozzle has a device to reduce the pressure to 30 psi, or less, and always wear proper PPE - both eye protection and hearing protection. Check the work area to be sure that co-workers or equipment will not be struck by blowing debris.


Always check the air hose, and all connections, to be sure they are tight and in good condition. Always pin the couplings, if so designed, to prevent accidental separation.


Install whip checks on all joints, especially at quick disconnect couplings to prevent whipping of hose ends, should unexpected separation occur.


Always keep air hoses off of the floor, if possible. If this is not possible, place hoses under protective ramps, or other devices, in those areas where hoses could be damaged by forklifts and other vehicular traffic – or create tripping hazards.


Use only properly compressed breathing air. Never generate breathing air from a source that is notproperly designed for that purpose. There are specifically designed compressors for generating Grade D breathing air. In addition, there are other requirements for both the quality and contents of Grade D breathing air that must be met.


Avoid using compressed air to ventilate tanks or other confined spaces. Properly designed air movers are more effective and safer for such conditions.





Remember, compressed air can be used safely. Never underestimate its potential for causing injury.
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