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Kickback Prevention 


�


Kickback occurs when the upper chain or the chain at the nose of the guide bar grabs into the wood or other obstruction, and with the force of the engine, pushes (or kicks) the saw back toward you. This action can cause even an experienced operator to lose control of the saw and come into direct body contact with the moving saw blade. If the upper chain is involved, the saw can be forced straight back toward you. If you attempt to make cuts with the tip of the chainsaw or if the tip of the saw comes in contact with a hidden limb in front of the saw cut, the saw will be forced in an upward arc back toward you.














There are ways to reduce the likelihood of kickback, such as by using an anti-kickback chain and not using the tip of the guide bar for cutting.  In addition to help reduce the risk of kick-back:


Maintain a firm, two-handed grip of the saw by:


Grasping the forward handle with the left hand, palm down;


Wrapping your fingers around the handle bar and keeping it between your index finger and thumb; and


Firmly grasping the rear handle with the right hand. 


Never stand directly in back of a cut.   Stand to one side of the cut.  When cutting limbs from a felled tree (limbing), stand on the opposite side of the trunk from the cut.


Saw only with the bottom part of the chain, with the work against the saw or saw bumper.   NEVER cut with the nose or tip of the chainsaw.


Avoid cutting limbs above mid-chest height. 


Whenever possible keep the tree trunk between you and the saw blade.
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Preventing Kickback: 


As we’ve mentioned before, kickback occurs when the end portion of the nose of the bar (the kickback zone) strikes an object and the chain momentarily snags, or is pinched. This causes the guide bar to fly back towards you. A chainsaw is designed to cut through wood but it will slice through muscle and bone with ease, severing nerves and arteries in the process.








