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Many chainsaw injuries occur because operators come into contact with the blade by failing to follow recommended operating procedures. The best way to avoid chainsaw accidents is to read the owner’s manual carefully. After you have read and understood the owner’s manual, you will need to equip yourself with the proper clothing and other protective equipment to help reduce the possibility of a serious injury: 


Clothing. Clothes should be well fitted (not baggy) and be free of dangling strings, loose belt ends, or anything that could become entangled in the chainsaw.


Head Protection. A properly fitted hard hat provides protection from falling tree limbs, branches, or other material that could cause serious head injuries.


Eye Protection. Safety glasses or goggles along with a face shield will prevent eye injury from flying wood chips, twigs, and sawdust.


Hearing Protection. Ear muffs or earplugs should be worn by the operator for protection against the noise of the chainsaw.


Foot Protection.  Protect feet and ankles against accidental contact with moving saw blade by wearing steel-toed boots.  Slip-resistant soles may be necessary to provide additional safety if weather conditions or terrain indicate the need.


Hair.  Secure long hair or wear it under a hat so that it does not obstruct your view or become entangled in the saw.











SAFETY PRECAUTIONS




















Chainsaws were once used only in the logging industry, but are now common tools for ranchers, farmers and homeowners. These modern wonders of cutting are used for clearing land, trimming trees and cutting firewood. With up to 600 teeth passing a point each second, the chainsaw is one of the most efficient cutting devices ever invented. However, a chainsaw in the hands of an inexperienced or careless operator is a dangerous device. Some of the accidents associated with chainsaws include: 


Chainsaw kickback;


Reaching across or holding work near the moving blade;


Losing control of the saw due to loss of footing;


Shifting chainsaw weight while cutting at or above waist level;


Climbing while carrying a running chainsaw;


Getting struck by falling limbs or flying particles; and 


Receiving burns from contact with hot chainsaw parts or fires.








Safe operation of a chainsaw would include which of the following items?


Checking your equipment before and after each use.


Reading the owner’s manual and knowing your equipment.


Having the required personal protective equipment.


All of the above.





The majority of all chainsaw injuries occur because operators fail to follow recommended operating procedures?


True		False





What causes kickback on a chainsaw?


Cutting with the bottom of the saw blade.


Cutting with a sharp chainsaw at high speed.


Cutting with the “nose” or tip of the chain bar.


All of the above.





The safest position to stand in when cutting a felled tree is on the opposite side of the tree from the cut? 


True		False





Fuel tanks may be filled anywhere around the area of operation? 


True		False
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False – (10’ from area of operation)





	





REVIEW QUESTIONS








REVIEW QUESTIONS ANSWERS
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PARTS OF A CHAINSAW
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General Safety Rules


Before and after each operation:


Check saw carefully for loose, damaged, or broken parts.  Remove from service until repaired.


Check for damage to the bar such as nicks, dents, or bends in the bar.  Repair or replace guide if necessary.


Keep the saw sharp and at the proper tension.


Fill the fuel tank in an open area while the engine is cool.


Check the chain to make sure it does not move when the engine is idling.  Adjust idle if necessary.


Do not cut large trees on windy days.  The wind may cause a tree to fall in an unplanned direction.


Use extreme caution if weather conditions such as rain create poor footing.


Clear the area before cutting.  Create an escape path 45 degrees to the rear of the tree fall line.


Remove any broken or dead limbs that could fall before cutting the tree.


Check for trees with large crotches that can split or cause the tree to fall either way.


Look for trees with tension that could cause them to spring when cut.  








