CITY OF MONTGOMOMERY SANITATION DEPARTMENT SEVERE WEATHER POLICY (DRAFT)
The weather in Alabama can change in a matter of minutes. This is especially true during certain times of year. The first priority when confronted with severe weather is always protection of life and prevention of injury to employees. There are no operational requirements that dictate that this policy be ignored when confronted with the conditions addressed below.
Applicability
This policy is applicable to all employees assigned to the Sanitation Department. 

Responsibilities

Managers and Supervisors: 

1. Will insure that all their employees are initially trained and periodically retrained on this policy. Your employees must be able to carry out these procedures when you cannot be present. 
2. Be responsible for keeping abreast of the weather conditions and informing their employees of these conditions. 
3. Insure that their employees comply with this policy when confronted with severe weather.
4. Maintain a record of where all employees are assigned on a daily basis. The purpose of this record is to account for employees before, during, and after severe weather conditions exist.
Employees:

1. Will comply with all provisions of this policy

2. Observe weather conditions prior to leaving Public Works Facility.

3. Use necessary safety devices and lights on vehicle when necessary (remember, it is a state law that headlights will be turned on when operating windshield wipers). 

Definitions
Flash Flood Watch: Flash flooding is possible in or close to the watch area. This watch is usually issued for flooding that is expected to occur within 6 hours after heavy rains have ended.
Flash Flood Warning: Flash flooding is actually occurring or is imminent in the warning area. This warning is usually issued is this area as a result of torrential rains.
Severe Thunderstorm Watch: Conditions are conducive to the development of severe thunderstorms in and close to the watch area.
Thunderstorm Warning: A severe thunder storm has been observed or indicated on radar, and is occurring or is imminent in the warning area.
Tornado Watch:  Conditions are conducive to the development of tornados in and close to the watch area.

Tornado Warning: A tornado has been observed or indicated on radar, and is occurring or is imminent in the warning area.

Winter Weather Warning: This can come in the form of heavy snowfall, freezing rain, or excessive wind chill.
Freeze Warning:  The temperature is predicted to drop below 32 degrees Fahrenheit. 
General Precautions
1. Keep an eye on weather conditions especially during warn weather periods.

2. When dark clouds, winds, extreme quiet and other unfavorable weather conditions exist check the local weather forecast.

3. Keep calm and cautious – stay indoors when possible.
4. Be especially cautious if you observe a sudden reversal of wind direction, high wind speed, or a sharp drop in temperature.

5. Keep crews alerted during expected severe weather conditions and make sure they understand what to do if severe weather conditions exist.

6. Do not try to travel during severe weather conditions.

7. If you require information on weather conditions, call 832-7460, 288-6111, or 241-2750. Listen to WVXI or WHHY radio for weather updates.
8. If there are flood warnings or the area has experienced heavy rainfalls, be very cautious of crossing areas that are covered in water. The road can be washed away beneath the water. The water may be deep enough to engulf even a large vehicle and the pressure of the water can be sufficient to wash the vehicle away.
9. You may also call Station 6 by radio for assistance and weather information.

10. When emergency conditions have subsided supervisors and managers should begin procedures to account for all personnel.

Safety Precautions for Thunderstorm Warnings
1. Stay Calm

2. If possible get indoors. Try to get below ground if possible. If this is not possible try to take cover in a bathroom, closet, or centrally located enclosure such as a hallway. Stay away from windows
3. Lightning is a thunderstorms worst killer. Stay indoors and away from electrical appliances and out of water. Try to keep yourself lower than the nearest conductive object (anything that transmits heat, sound, or electricity)
4. It is not safe to ride out the storm in any of the cities drainage ditches. These ditches can fill up very quickly and become very dangerous. Thunderstorms can also bring very heavy rains. During these conditions stay away from low areas, rivers, and creeks.
5. When parking during a thunderstorm, face rear of vehicle into the wind. If you cannot get indoors during a thunderstorm, stay in the vehicle. It is not safe, however, to stay in the vehicle during a tornado warning.

 Safety Precautions for Tornado Warnings
1. Stay Calm

2. If at all possible get indoors. Try to get below ground if possible. If this is not possible try to take cover in a bathroom, closet, or centrally located enclosure such as a hallway. Stay away from windows

3. If you cannot get indoors, get out of the truck and try to get as low as possible. If you can find a ditch, ravine, or other low lying area lie face down and protect your face until the storm passes. If not lie face down and get as low as you can. It is not safe to remain in a vehicle during a tornado.
Safety Precautions for Winter storm or Hard Freeze Warnings
1. Stay Calm

2. Remember to dress appropriately for cold weather

3. Slow down and use extreme caution when operating your vehicle during extyreme winter weather.

4. Vehicles equipped with air brakes should have air tanks drained daily to get rid of fuel, oil, and water. This is especially important during extremely cold weather as water in a brake system can cause a frozen brake line. 

5. Use extreme caution when operating vehicle during freezing conditions. Remember that bridges and overpasses will freeze up first; be extremely cautious when crossing these structures.
